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“COVID FUND” SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH GRANT CALL 

1. Barcelona City Council’s Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community and its 
policies 

 
Barcelona City Council’s Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community (hereinafter, “the 
Area”) is a managerial department of Barcelona City Council whose aims include, among others, 
the promotion of science and university policies, whether from a research and scientific 
dissemination point of view or based on their more educational or social aspect. 
 
Based on a view of scientific research as the foundation for the creation and transformation of 
knowledge, Barcelona City Council wants to promote strong scientific research in the city. This is 
why the Barcelona Science Plan 2020-2023 has been approved this year 2020. The plan aims to 
foster a favourable environment for research and technology centres, universities and the city’s 
entrepreneurs and manufacturers to carry out innovative solutions in the fields of quality of life, 
ageing, mobility and respect for the environment, committing to the involvement of the city’s 
researchers and the general public and to the promotion of culture and science education. The 
Plan is split into four main pillars:  
 

a. Barcelona, a city of science in Europe 
b. Research to address the challenges facing the city 
c. Scientific culture for and with citizens 
d. Science, art, innovation and society 

 
In addition to the implementation of the Barcelona Science Plan 2020-2023, the Area’s Science 
and Universities department is based on the four pillars on which the development and 
implementation of its policies and activities are founded: 
 

1. Scientific Research and Development 
2. Universities 
3. Science and Education 
4. Science and Society 

 
In view of the situation caused by the crisis resulting from the Covid-19 global pandemic, the 
Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community has decided to appeal to the local research 
and development ecosystems to seek solutions to the challenges facing the city of Barcelona in 
the fields covered by this call. 
 

2. Terms and conditions. Legal system 
 

2.1. The provisions set out in the Terms and Conditions regulating the Scientific Research on 
Urban Challenges Awards in the city of Barcelona, approved by resolution of the 
Government Commission on 1 October 2020 will apply to the present call. 
 

2.2. Participation in this call entails full acceptance of everything established in it, as well as 
of the Terms and Conditions of the Barcelona City Urban Challenge Scientific Research 
Grants. 
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2.3. Everything expressly provided for in this call shall be subject to the General Subsidies 

Act (Act 38/2003 of 17 November) (in accordance with the Sixteenth Additional 
Provision of the above-mentioned Act) and Royal Decree 887/2006 of 21 July approving 
the implementing regulations of Act 38/2003. Participants who do not comply with the 
above-mentioned legislation will not be permitted to take part in the call. 

3. Aims of the call 
 

3.1. The aims of the Area’s Science and Universities division includes, among other things, 
allocating specific funding to research and improving dialogue between the City Council 
and the scientific ecosystem so that the city’s scientific players join the search for 
innovative, fair and disruptive solutions to the urban challenges being faced by 
Barcelona. In the majority of cases these solutions are the result of cutting-edge 
scientific research that is committed to the environment and the public’s social needs. 

 
3.2. The content of the previous point falls under aims 5 and 6 of the Barcelona Science Plan 

2020-2023. Specifically, it provides for specific actions, such as extending funding to 
research-related calls or increasing the City Council’s involvement in research projects. 

 
3.3. In view of this and of the socio-economic, health and environmental crisis resulting 

from Covid-19, the Area’s Science and Universities division is appealing to the local 
scientific research ecosystem to seek solutions to the challenges facing the city of 
Barcelona and to find new fields of research, processes, services or methods to help 
reinvent the city in the new context, as well as disruptively speed up its recovery. 

 
3.4. This call is targeted, openly and without any constraints as to format or method, at 

those people in the research community who, either individually or collectively, wish to 
help create ideas, innovative answers and applications to the main challenges facing 
Barcelona as a city and a metropolitan conurbation.  

 
3.5. The projects targeted by this call must fall into one or more of the following subject 

areas: 
 

- Population density, public space and social welfare 
- Social welfare in relation to housing and basic services 
- Sustainable mobility for people and goods 
- Climate emergency and the city 
- Quality ageing, children and the city 
- The city and visitors 
- New productive models and spaces in the city 
- Sustainable food and the city 
- Technology and improvement of public services 
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These topics can be addressed from the point of view of a single academic discipline or 
from that of cross-disciplinary logics, and they must all take into account the technology 
aspect1 as well as, where appropriate, the metropolitan aspect, 

 
3.6. Pursuant to this call, financial support will be given to the research process that 

provides solutions to urban challenges linked to one or more of the subject areas set 
forth in the preceding section. 
 

3.7. This call has a dual purpose. In addition to the aim described in section 3.4., it also aims 
to support the city’s young science and research sector, generating opportunities in our 
city and helping people consolidate their scientific careers in Barcelona.  
 

3.8. In this call, “young research” means research carried out by people at the start or 
middle of their research careers (for more details, see section 6.3.2.). 
 

3.9. The winning projects will be given public visibility at two specific times: 
 

3.9.1. They will be presented at the Science Biennial, expected to take place in June 2021, 
at the point they have reached in their development at that time (see Point 15 of 
this call). 

3.9.2. It is expected that there will be a public presentation of the final results of the 
project at the end of the research period. This act is expected to be in the form of 
an oral presentation accompanied by a poster. 

4. Scientific research on urban challenges 
 

4.1. Within the framework of this call, “scientific research” shall mean an orderly and 
systematic process of investigation that, through a strict application of a set of methods 
and criteria, aims to study, analyse or investigate a topic with the subsequent aim of 
increasing, developing or expanding on existing knowledge. 
 

4.2. In the context of this call, the term “science” or “scientific” shall mean all branches of 
knowledge, regardless of whether they are in the field of natural philosophy, the social 
branch or human science. The challenge can thus be approached from any discipline or 
by any interdisciplinary team. This includes, among others and without limitation: 

 
a. Natural and experimental sciences 
b. Exact and formal sciences 
c. Social sciences 
d. Arts and humanities 
e. Engineering and applied sciences 
 

4.3. Any kind of scientific research may be submitted (or combined with others) to this call, 
whether it is pure2, applied3, exploratory4, descriptive5, explanatory6, field7, 
experimental8 or documentary9 research. 

                                                        
1 defined as the set of technological aspects involved in the research process or in its potential 
application.  
2
 Pure scientific research: research on theoretical issues. 
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4.4. An urban challenge can be defined as a new way of solving the city’s urban problems 

and complex needs requiring innovative solutions that avoids prescribing or requesting 
specific solutions. 
 

4.5. The research project must be based on the identification of an urban challenge falling 
within one of the subject areas described in section 3.5. 

5. Expected outcomes and indicators 

 
5.1. The proposals submitted must justify the estimated results expected from the research 

process, as well as a number of process and outcome indicators, in a plausible and 
reasoned manner. 

 
5.2. An indicator is the observable value of a variable; i.e. a measure of the operation of a 

process.  
 

5.3. The indicators for each project must be both quantitative and qualitative, and it must 
be possible to collect them both during the execution of the project and once it has 
been completed. The proposal must define the appropriate verification indicators, 
which must include verification data and the target impacts that are hoped to be 
achieved and measured during the research process. These indicators have to be 
measurable in absolute (units), relative (percentages) or incremental (growth or 
reduction in time) values, be limited in time and take gender into account whenever 
possible. 
 

5.4. The expected outcomes are defined as the changes resulting from the projects that 
help meet the urban challenge identified. 
 

5.5. Particular value will be placed on expected outcomes that are long-lasting and 
therefore not limited to one-off benefits. 

 
5.6. Although the projects are to be carried out within a maximum of twelve months, the 

final report assessing the research process may be submitted up to six months later. In 
such cases, the reasons why the outcomes of the project are not immediate must be 
explained when submitting the application, and the extension must be formally 
requested of the Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   
3
 Applied scientific research: research into the practical application of certain types of scientific 

knowledge. 
4
 Exploratory scientific research: research that aims to demarcate or find new topics of study. 

5
 Descriptive scientific research: research that seeks to find the structure and behaviour of a particular 

matter or phenomenon. 
6
 Explanatory scientific research: research that seeks to formulate the laws behind certain behaviour. 

7
 Scientific field research: research in which the researcher collects their samples or data at the site of the 

research. 
8
 Experimental scientific research: research in which the researcher creates the conditions for 

investigating the cause and effect of a phenomenon. 
9
 Documentary scientific research: research based on data obtained from other works of research. 
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6. Requirements for applicants 
 

6.1. Any natural person acting on their own who fulfils the requirements of section 6.3 can 
submit an application for a grant under this call.  
 

6.2. Groups of natural persons (2 to 5 people) may also apply provided they meet the 
requirements of sections 6.3 and 6.4. 

 
6.3. The requirements for individuals and groups of natural persons are as follows: 

 
6.3.1. Persons aged up to (and including) 40 years old on 31 December 2020. In other 

words, persons born on or after 1 January 1980 inclusive. 
6.3.2. Hold a doctorate (having defended and passed the doctoral thesis) in any of the 

disciplines (see Point 4.2.). 
6.3.3. They must not have an indefinite contract for full-time paid employment with any 

research centre or university. 
6.3.4. They must have justified, within the time provided, any subsidy previously granted 

by Barcelona City Council, where applicable. 
6.3.5. Be up to date with their tax obligations (before the Barcelona City Council, the 

Municipal Tax Office (IMH) and the Spanish Tax Authority (AEAT)) and their Social 
Security contributions, in accordance with Articles 18 and 19 of Royal Decree 
887/2006, of 21 July, approving the Regulations of General Subsidies Act 38/2003, 
of 17 November, and with their obligations for reimbursing subsidies granted by 
Barcelona City Council, where appropriate. 

6.3.6. They must not make any misrepresentations when providing the information 
required for taking part in the call. 

 
6.4. Where the applicants are a group of natural persons, and as regulated by Article 11.3 of 

the General Subsidies Act, the following conditions will have to be met: 
 

6.4.1. The parties will jointly participate in the project’s definition and implementation. As 
a consequence, all the parties will have the status of beneficiary. The group, 
however, will designate a main person to act as sole representative before the 
Barcelona City Council. This designation will be endorsed by the other members of 
the group. 

6.4.2. The performance commitments undertaken by each of the parties, as well as the 
amount of the subsidy to be applied to each party, must be expressly stated in the 
proposed budget for the project. 

6.4.3. The person designated as the group’s representative shall be fully responsible for 
the project before Barcelona City Council with regard to compliance with the 
obligations established in this call. This is without prejudice to the liability of the 
members of the group, who shall be jointly and severally liable. 

6.4.4. If the project submitted receives funding from other public authorities or such 
funding is expected to be applied for in relation to the project or the decision on 
any such application is pending, the members of the group must always be the 
same in all calls and have the same structure and main organiser acting as their 
representative. 

6.4.5. Under no circumstances may the group include any parties that have received 
other subsidies or grants to carry out the same project unless this is expressly 
stated in the application. 
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6.4.6. The members of the group shall be jointly and severally liable for any non-
compliance with all the obligations arising from the grant. 
 

6.5. One of two supervisors, to be proposed by the applicants and with gender parity and 
who have a permanent association with a research group, research centre or university, 
must be involved in all cases. This or these supervisors, who will endorse the project, 
will undertake to monitor the project submitted. Their endorsement shall be deemed to 
be valid if they send a letter supporting the project and containing a valid signature.    

7. Requirements of the projects 
 

7.1. The projects submitted must start within the month following the award of the grant 
under the call, last no more than 12 months and have a budget ranging from a 
minimum of €30,000 to a maximum of €100,000. 

 
7.2. A budget with an itemised explanation of the activities or expenses required for the 

research on which the amount of the grant will be spent must be submitted.  

 
7.3. The project must include the remuneration to be paid to the researcher(s). 

 
7.4. The activities to be carried out within the framework of the winning projects must be 

performed and implemented in Barcelona city. 
 

7.5. Applications must specify under which challenge topic(s) they fall (see section 3.5) and 
must have an associated urban challenge to be resolved. 

 
7.6. The application and the documents attached to the project must avoid sexist language 

in their drafting and have a positive impact on all groups of the population from an 
inter-sectional perspective: gender, age, social class, origin, etc. 

8. Proposal assessment process 
 

8.1. Proposals will be assessed in accordance with Rule Thirteen of the Terms and 
Conditions of the Barcelona City Urban Challenge Scientific Research Grants. 
 

8.2. The selected projects will generally receive up to 100% of the total amount of the 
project. 

 
8.3. The total amount granted to the selected proposals may not exceed the maximum 

amount eligible for the subsidy of €1,200,000. 
 

8.4. The list of successful applicants will be published in the Barcelona Province Official 
Gazette (BOPB) and on the Barcelona Ciència website 

(https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca) 
 

https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca
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9. Eligibility and assessment procedure 
 
Eligibility criteria 
 

9.1. The decision to reject an application may be based on one of the following reasons: 
 

 The application was received after the deadline. 
 Failure to comply with one or more of the requirements described in the terms and 

conditions or in this call. 
 Submission of projects not falling within the aim of the grant. 

 
Assessment criteria 
 

9.2. The winning proposals, and therefore those to which the grant will be awarded, will be 
those with the highest score taking account of the assessment made by the Jury in 
Stage 2: Grant. 

  
9.3. The maximum score that may be given to any proposal is 10 points.  

 
9.4. Proposals will not be deemed eligible for a grant if in Stage 2: Grant they did not 

achieve at least 6 points out of 10. 
 

9.5. The assessment criteria can be found in Annex I. 
 
 

10. Technical and administrative documents 
 

10.1. The application and the required documents must be submitted through the City 
Council’s e-headquarters (http://www.bcn.cat/tramits) in accordance with the 
instructions provided in Catalan, Spanish and English in this procedures portal. 

 
10.2. The application forms and any other required forms will be available and 

downloadable from Barcelona City Council’s e-headquarters at this address:  
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ca/informacio-administrativa/premis 

 
10.3. The information can also be found on the Barcelona Ciència website 

(https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca/). 
 

10.4. Documents to be submitted: 
 

- Application document. 
- The signatory’s identity details. 
- Spanish national identity document (DNI) or Tax ID (NIF) of the participating person or 

persons. 
- A statement of representation and joint and several responsibility for the proposal (for 

de facto groups). 
- Contact details. 
- The participant’s or participants’ CV(s). 
- The report of the project, including the following information (maximum 25 pages): 

http://www.bcn.cat/tramits
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ca/informacio-administrativa/premis
https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca/
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o A description of the project with its aims and its suitability to the aims of the 
call, including the information established in section 5 of the call. 

o Planned working methods. 
o A brief plan of the duration of the project, and a detailed budget. 
o Activities for the dissemination of its results, possible organisations or other 

social players with whom the research can be associated. 
- Statement of Compliance regarding the designation of an email address as the 

preferred method for the receipt of all notifications. 
- Statement of Compliance regarding the fulfilment of the requirements for taking part in 

the call and the acceptance of its terms and conditions. 
- Acceptance of the privacy and data protection policy. 
- Grant of use of image rights. 

 
10.5. If one or more of the documents required in the call is not provided at the time of 

submitting the application, these may be submitted until the end of the application 
submission period. 

 
Once that period has ended, a period of 10 working days will be granted for the correction 
of amendable defects or omissions in the application, in accordance with Article 68 of Act 
39/2015 of 1 October on the Common Administrative Procedure of Public Authorities. 
Defects involving failure to meet requirements shall be deemed not to be amendable, while 
defects merely involving failure to prove compliance with formal requirements shall be 
deemed amendable. Applications containing unamendable defects or defects that have not 
been amended within the stipulated deadline will not be accepted. 

 
10.6. Documents delivered without the corresponding application will not be taken into 

account unless they are delivered for the purpose of attaching them to a procedure 
that has already started, in which case such procedure must be clearly identified. 

10.7. The deadline for submitting proposals shall be one month after the publication of this 
call in the Official Gazette of the Province of Barcelona (BOPB). 
 

11. Composition and powers of the Technical Committee 

 
11.1. As described in the terms and conditions, this committee shall be made up of 

technical staff from the Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community. 
 

11.2. Their functions relate to Stage 0: Verification and to Stage 1: Proposal. 
 
11.2.1. In Stage 0: Verification, the Technical Committee will be able to decide which 

proposals meet the criteria established in Point 9.  
 
11.2.2. In Stage 1: Proposal, the Technical Committee will select a number of projects 

based on the criteria of suitability to the aims of the call and on the 
assessment criteria described in Annex I. This selection will be submitted to 
the jury together with a justification report reviewing each of the criteria. 
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12. Appointment, composition and powers of the Jury 
 

12.1. The composition of the Jury is stipulated in Clause 8 of the Terms and Conditions of 
Barcelona City Council’s Urban Challenge Scientific Research Grants.   The Jury’s 
composition is determined by Condition 9 of the Terms and Conditions of the Scientific 
Research on Urban Challenges Awards of the Barcelona City Council. 

 
12.2. A jury of 7 to 13 renowned experts in the matters described in section 3.5 and in the 

aims of the call shall be formed.  
 

12.3. This jury shall be appointed by the Deputy Mayor of the Area for Culture, Education, 
Science and Community at the Barcelona Scientific Advisory Board’s proposal.  
 

12.4. In accordance with the Terms and Conditions, the jury shall be chaired by a person 
from the Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community. 
 

12.5. The members of the Barcelona Scientific Advisory Board may be members of this jury. 
 

12.6. The Secretary of the Barcelona Scientific Advisory Board shall attend Jury meetings, 
without the right to speak or to vote, for the sole purpose of carrying out support and 
secretarial tasks. 
 

12.7. The deputy secretary of the Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community shall 
also be a member of the Jury and shall act as its legal secretary. 
 

12.8. The composition of the Jury must guarantee gender parity and the inclusion of 
renowned experts in all the scientific matters to be assessed.   
 

12.9. Resolutions shall be adopted by a simple majority vote of its members. 
 

12.10. The identities of the members of the Jury shall be published on the Barcelona 
Ciència website (https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca/). And in the 
Barcelona Province Official Gazette (BOP) 

 
12.11. If, for duly justified reasons, any members of the Jury are unable to carry out their 

duties, Barcelona City Council may replace such persons, in which case it shall duly 
report the change on the dedicated website. 

 
12.12. Members of the Jury may not be applicants, not even as supervisors. They must 

also certify that they are not affected by a conflict, conflict of interest or incompatibility 
with the applicants. 

 
12.13. The Selection Jury will have the following powers: 

 
- Assessing those proposals that have passed Phase 0: Verification. 
- Issuing the verdict regarding the finalist proposals. 
- Resolving any queries or incidents that may arise in connection with the assessment 

process. 
 

https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca/


 
Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community 

 

10 
 

12.14. The final decision for each project must be duly justified with a brief report 
containing an assessment under each of the criteria and set out in a single final official 
document. 
 

12.15. If, at the Jury’s discretion, none of the previously approved projects reaches 
Phase 2: Grant with a threshold of at least 6 points out of 10 in accordance with the 
assessment criteria envisaged in Annex I as provided in section 9.5, this call may be 
declared void. 

13. Award of subsidies and eligible expenses 
 

13.1. The selected projects will be eligible for payment of up to 100% of the budget 
submitted. However, as provided in section 8.2, the Jury will assess the level of detail 
and accuracy of the proposed budget. 

 
13.2. The grant will be paid fully in advance, as a delivery of funds prior to justification 

(payment on account) in order to carry out the actions covered by the grant. 
 

13.3. In order to be considered eligible for the grant, expenses must: 
 

- Be directly linked to the implementation of the project. 
- Be described in the budget submitted in the project report (section 10.4). 
- Comply with the principles of good financial management: profitability and 

effectiveness. 
 

13.4. The following expenses are not considered eligible under any circumstances: 
 

- Expenses incurred before the project has started or after it has finished. 
 

13.5. Beneficiaries of the grant are required to publicise the fact that the activity has been 
subsidised by Barcelona City Council, stating this on printed materials or other media 
with the phrase ‘amb el suport de l’Ajuntament de Barcelona’ [‘with the support of 
Barcelona City Council’], together with Barcelona City Council’s logo, which will be 
provided to them in a digital file, and to comply with all the other obligations of 
beneficiaries set forth in section 14 of the Barcelona City Urban Challenge Scientific 
Research Grants. 

14. Budget allocation 
 

14.1. The maximum amount that may be granted under the call is €1,200,000, which shall 
be paid out of the Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community’s budget for 
2020, under heading 0800/48101/32011. 
 

15. Presentation of results and final report 
 
Presentation at the Science Biennial 
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15.1. During the Science and City Biennial due to be held in June 2021, the winning person 
or group will be invited to present the winning project, as well as the initial results of 
the research process carried out until then, at a public event. 
 

15.2. Attendance is mandatory for recipients of the grant. If they are unable to attend, they 
must explain the reason for their absence to the technical team that manages the 
grant. 
 

15.3. The people who are to take part must send a short follow-up report to the technical 
team that manages the grant at least two weeks before the event so that the team can 
carry out any communication or other tasks that may be necessary. 

 
Presentation of results and final report 
 

15.4. After the end of the 12 months provided, the people in charge of the winning projects 
must present the results of the scientific research carried out. In particular, there will be 
a public presentation of the final results of the project. Presentations at this event will 
be made orally with a poster. 
 

15.5. The event will be organised by the Area for Culture, Education, Science and 
Community.  
 

15.6. Winners will be encouraged to publish the results of their projects in articles in 
indexed journals or other publications, giving priority to open access. The resulting 
publications will be published by Barcelona City Council on the Science and Universities 
website and social media.  
 

15.7. In addition to the public presentation, a brief report, including a financial report, must 
be submitted by the winning projects. This short report may be no more than 12 pages 
long and must be submitted within three months after the date of completion of the 
project. 

 
Cancellation, refusal and reimbursement 
 

15.8. A case study will be carried out, and the grant that has been proposed or awarded will 
be fully or partially cancelled if appropriate, in the following cases of non-compliance: 

 
- Flagrant lack of justification for the funds. 
- Failure to fulfil the aim of the grant. 
- Resisting, avoiding, obstructing or refusing verification and monitoring actions. 
- Concurrently obtaining other subsidies, grants or contributions of any public or private 

origin whatsoever that, when added to the Barcelona City Council grant, exceed 100% 
of the cost of the project for which the grant was awarded. 

 
15.9. Beneficiaries are free to refuse the grant. Such refusal must be made before the start 

of the research process or the receipt of the grant. Otherwise, the beneficiary will have 
to reimburse the amounts received. 
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16. Industrial and intellectual property and data protection 
 

16.1. Participants assume responsibility for the authorship and originality of the projects 
submitted by them for the purpose of this call. 

 
16.2. Barcelona City Council shall not be liable for any improper use of industrial and 

intellectual property rights by the persons in charge of the projects. 
 

16.3. Participants guarantee, holding Barcelona City Council fully harmless, that the project 
presented is original worldwide and that they are the sole owner, without 
encumbrances or restrictions, of all the exploitation rights over the project. 

 
16.4. If the project submitted under this call has a free or semi-free licence (Copyleft, open 

code, Creative Commons etc.), this must be stated in the project’s own executive 
proposal, merely for the purpose of informing Barcelona City Council. Otherwise, the 
project shall be deemed to enjoy the protection granted by intellectual property rights 
exclusively in favour of the authors of the project. 

 
16.5. By presenting a specific project in response to the call, participants holding the rights 

arising from that project’s intellectual and/or industrial property authorise Barcelona 
City Council to copy, distribute and publish all or part of the project, on various formats 
and platforms, provided that such publications are not carried out for commercial 
purposes and are aimed at publicising the call and promoting the authors who have 
taken part in it. 

 
16.6. The use of the rights referred to in the previous section is granted free of charge, 

without limits as to time or geographical area in the world. 
 

16.7. Participants authorise Barcelona City Council to copy and publish their image, 
including names, surname(s) and voice, where appropriate, on any medium 
whatsoever, including the internet and the social media in which it has an account, 
exclusively in relation to the call for urban innovation grants and subsidies. 

 
Express consent shall therefore be requested from each participant as appropriate 
together with the documents provided. 

 
16.8. Barcelona City Council reserves the right not to publish any contributions that it does 

not consider appropriate. 
 

16.9. Participants hereby release Barcelona City Council from any liability arising from the 
contents and from the use of the projects that may be made by any third parties. 

 
16.10. Should it be confirmed that the winners of the grant are not the authors of the 

original projects, they shall be legally required to return the amount of money received 
to Barcelona City Council. This is without prejudice to the right to claim any liabilities 
that may apply. Late interest shall be added to the reimbursement of the grant as 
applicable. 

 
16.11. The relevant aspects shall be governed by the provisions of Framework Act 

3/2018 of 5 December on personal data protection and the guarantee of digital rights. 
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17. Amendments to the call 
 

17.1. Barcelona City Council reserves the right to cancel or change any aspects governed by 
this call as a result of an event of force majeure, especially if they are related to the 
originally estimated schedule. 

 
17.2. Should such an event occur, the changes will always be guaranteed not to affect the 

normal course of the call and to respect participants’ rights. 
 

17.3. Changes will be published on the Barcelona Ciència website 
(https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca/) where appropriate. 

18. Dispute resolution and final provisions 
 

18.1. Any incidents or queries regarding the interpretation of this call, as well as any aspects 
not covered by this document, must be resolved by the Area for Culture, Education, 
Science and Community in relation to matters relating to the assessment of the projects 
submitted, and by the Jury, whose decisions shall be final. 

 
18.2. Applications for grants do not place Barcelona City Council under an obligation to 

award them, nor do they entitle the applicant(s) to receive them. 
 

18.3. Barcelona City Council may carry out any checks it may require both before and after 
awarding a grant, assessing in particular the accuracy of the documents submitted by 
the applicant. 

 
18.4. In accordance with Act 19/2014 of 29 December on transparency, access to public 

information and good governance, recipients of grants shall be legally required to 
provide Barcelona City Council with all the data and information that may be required 
of them, and Barcelona City Council may publish such data and information on its 
corporate website. This is without prejudice to any data protection reservations that 
may be contained in the applicable legislation. 

 

ANNEX I 
Proposal assessment criteria 

The following criteria shall apply to both Phase 1: Proposals and Stage 2: Grant.  
 
Research careers Value 

Value 
weighted 

at 30% 

  
The applicants’ and supervisors’ CV(s). 

 

Relevance and complementary and interdisciplinary nature of 
the applicants’ and supervisors’ research careers.  

Visibility of cooperation in the design and future implementation of 
the project.  

TOTAL 

Added value resulting from synergies between the researchers and 
between them and the supervisors.   

https://www.barcelona.cat/barcelonaciencia/ca/


 
Area for Culture, Education, Science and Community 

 

14 
 

   
Quality and scientific impact of the research Value 

Value 
weighted 

at 35% 

  

Clarity and relevance of the research goals and questions. 
 

Extent to which the methodological approach of the project represents 
an advance in relation to the existing knowledge in this subject area.  

TOTAL 

Consideration of the environmental, social and gender implications of 
the project.   

   
Applications and impact on research in the city Value 

Value 
weighted 

at 35% 

  

Potential of the results to shape public policies in this field. 
 

Description of the mechanisms, activities and social involvement 
through which the project will improve quality of life in the city in 
relation to the response to the urban challenges to which the call 
relates. 

 

Inclusion of collaborations with social players of relevance to the city. 
 

TOTAL 

Applicability of the proposals in the local ecosystem. 
  

   
(*) Values can be rated from 0 to 10. 

  
 
 


